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SUBJECT: AQUINO HEARING JUNE 29 

REF: MANILA 9969 

1 . ON JUNE 29 MILITARY COMMISSION REJECTED SENATOR AQUINO'S 
PLEA FOR 60-DAY POSTPONEMENT IN HIS CASE IN ORDER TO PERMIT 
HIS ATTORNEYS TO STUDY IMPLICATIONS OF PRESIDENT MARCOS' 

DECREE 1165 (SEE REFTEL). COMMISSION, HOWEVER, GRANTED 
PERMISSION FOR AQUINO S MILITARY COUNSEL (COL. SANTOS) TO 
CONSULT WITH HIS CIVILIAN ATTORNEY (SENATOR SALONGA). SANTOS 
TOLD NEWSMAN AT TRIAL HE MIGHT PRESENT MOTION FOR ACQUITTAL 
AT NEXT SESSION WHICH SET FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 6. 

2. OVER VEHEMENT OBJECTIONS OF MILITARY PROSECUTOR CO. 

SISON, AQUINO WAS ALLOWED TO SPEAK FOR ONE HOUR, RECOUNTING 
FURTHER DETAILS OF HIS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT MARCOS. AQUINO 
REVEALED THAT HE HAD HAD TWO DAYS NOTICE THAT MARTIAL LAW 
WAS TO BE DECLARED AND THAT MARCOS HAD REMINDED HIM OF THIS 
IN THEIR JUNE 21 MEETING. AQUINO TOLD MILITARY COMMISSION 
THAT HE HAD BEEN SENATOR FOR 1,727 DAYS AND HAD RECENTLY 
COMPLETED SAME NUMBER OF DAYS AS PRISONER. HE CLAIMED HIS 
HUMAN RIGHTS HAD BEEN VIOLATED AND THAT HE MUST HAVE 
REDRESS FOR SUCH VIOLATIONS. HE ALSO SAID HE MIGHT SEND 
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PRESIDENT LETTER REQUESTING REVIEW OF DECISION NOT TO 
TRANSFER CASE TO CIVIL COURT. 

3. ON JUNE 29, EMBOFF ASKED SENATOR SALONGA HIS OPINION 
OF PD 1 165. SALONGA REPLIED THAT THERE WERE "TREMENDOUS" 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS IN DECREEE AND IT HAD TO BE STUDIED 
CAREFULLY. THIS IS WHY 60-DAY RECESS HAD BEEN REQUESTED. 
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IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH UPI REPORTER, SALONGA SAID HE 
REMAINED HOPEFUL THAT AQUINO CASE WAS "MOVING." 

4. SALONGA MADE MAJOR HUMAN RIGHTS SPEECH TO MAKATI ROTARY 
JUNE 28. IN DISCUSSING HOW OOP'S "NEW POSTURE OF RESPECT 

FOR HUMAN RIGHTS" COULD BE MADE CREDIBLE, HE SUGGESTED: 

A) RESTORATION OF FREEDOM OF THE PRESS; B) AMNESTY FOR ALL 
POLITICAL PRISONERS; AND C) DISMANTLING OF MARTIAL LAW. 
SALONGA DID NOT MENTION AQUINO CASE SPECIFICALLY, WHICH 
SUGGESTS HE IS WARY OF UPSETTING SOMETHING WHICH MIGHT BE 
TAKING PLACE BEHIND THE SCENES BY PREMATURE RECOURSE TO 
PUBLIC. TEXT OF SALONGA SPEECH BEING POUCHED EA/PHL. 

5. COMMENT: WE SHALL BE REPORTING NEXT CHAPTER IN CONTINUING 
DRAMA OF AQUINO AFTER JULY 6. HOPEFULLY IN THE INTERIM 
SOMETHING EQUIVALENT TO "TEA BREAK" DIPLOMACY WILL BE 
TAKING PLACE BETWEEN TWO SIDES. 

STULL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL PRISONERS, COURT PROCEEDINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 29-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MANILA10026 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770231-1052 
Format: TEL 
From: MANILA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977068/aaaaagib.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f2071 b83-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 MANILA 9969 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2234059 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AQUINO HEARING JUNE 29 

TAGS: SHUM, PINT, RP, (AQUINO, BENIGNO S JR) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f2071 b83-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



